Town of Silver City
Community Forestry Demonstration Project
October 2013

The Office of Sustainability worked withe Rarks Division of the Bblic Works Department to
design and implement a community forestry demonstration pithjgictises stormaterharvesting
for a portion of the irrigation.

Theoriginal plan outlined in the grant application was to partner with Main Street Organization
to implemenpart of their Silver City Downtown Action Plan and Greenways Pathways Plan by
planting treeslong ®veral finger streets that run from Bullard Street, the main street through
town, a short distanct the Big Ditch Park. However, soon after the grant funding was
awarded, the Manager of the Silver City M&mneetProjectmoved on to a different job, andeth
position was left vacant for several months. In addition, the building owners along the finger
streets where tree planting was planned voiced concern about damage to their buildings from
irrigation water and tree ramt An alternative was sought that would meet the requireroénts

the grant of utilizing stormvater and planting trees.

The Office of Sustainability worked with tii&arks Division of the Public Works Department
and the Community Development Departmentind a suitable locationThedecision was
made to enhancenaindevelopedown-owned park that functions asletention basin collecting
stormwater from 2.0 mi2 area This plan was coordinated with and approved by the NM
Energy, Minerals and NaturRlesources Department in JUAp13.
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The project area shown in Figuzes known as Johnny Banks ParRrior to project
implementation, the detention basimas mostly bare dirt with a few scattered weeds, located in
an economically depressed area of Town known as Breweg(Hitjlires 2, 3 and 4)

Fig. 3: Street Runoff Flowing Into Detention Basin on July 16, 2013



Fig. 4: A close up view of stormwater in the detention basin on July 16, 2013

A landscape and irrigatioczontractor was hired to work with the PaNManager talevelop and

i mpl ement a plan to plant trees and grasses i
irrigation. The Town installed a water meter next to an existing fire hydrant to stingply

irrigation water.

The contractor installedanr r i gati on system with underground
Arizona Sycamore trees with drip irrigation amgdrassed areawith spray irrigation. The area

was graded and approximately 100 cubic yards of local topsgilspread. Then the areasw

broadcast seededth 120poundsof ornamental turftype tall fescue and perennial rgeasss.

Finally, amixture of aged compost and steer manure (2Btcdad ) was distributed over the
approximately 12,000 s@refoot areaasmulch See Figure 5 for a plan view drawing of the

project. The Town will pay for thérrigationwater and the Public Works and Parks Department

will maintain the trees and the new infrastructure.
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Fig. 5 Plan View of Irrigation System and Tree Location

TheArizona gycamore trees will grow into large, beautiful trees that will provide abundant shade
in a previously unattractive location. Stormwater runoff will provide a portion of the irrigation
water needed to keep these treegeadind healthy. The grass cover will not only provide a nice
place to play and sit, it will provide soil erosion control and help retain soil maisture

Fig. 6: Photo of comete projet area after morning irrigtinctober 29, 2013



Fig. 7: The Arizona Sycamoretrees appear healthy
after one week in the ground October 29, 2013.



