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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SILVER CITY 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

GRANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER, 1400 HIGHWAY 180 EAST 
MAY 9, 2006—7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT:  James R. Marshall, Mayor     ALSO PRESENT: Alex C. Brown, Town Mgr./Finance Dir. 

 Judy Ward, District 1                              Jane Toomajanian, Town Clerk 
         Thomas Nupp, District 2                                   Robert Scavron, Town Attorney 
  Gary Clauss, District 3 

  Steve May, District 4                       
 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—7:05 p.m. 
  
CEREMONIES—Carl Scholl, Dana L. Nupp, Rider South and Luis Perez were sworn in as 
members of the Cemetery Board. 
 
PROCLAMATION—In recognition of David D. Diaz’s 34 years of public service. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT—The following people spoke on a variety of subjects including trash problems, 
status of the animal control officer position, trails and open spaces, the moratorium on public and 
private land sales of town-owned real property, Alabama Street development and declaring Lots 1-
15, 17, 19 and 21 of Block 39, Fraser Survey non-essential for municipal purposes: Herbie 
Marsden, Ken Miller, Shelly Day, Joe Hutto, Rebecca Summer, Carol Morrison, Frank Drysdale, 
Carl Scholl, Jamie Thompson, Larry Sullivan, Nanda Current, John Fridinger, Marta Green, Gerry 
Niva, and Francis Browne. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS—Comments included thanking the organizers and volunteers for a 
successful Tour of the Gila bicycle race week, requests to not send anonymous letters to the 
Council, congratulating the Museum Society on the property acquired in the Mimbres, and the 
excellent police work that has been done over the last week. In addition, Councilor May announced 
that the swimming pool boiler has now been repaired. He said that the Town should research the 
feasibility of turning over animal control to the Humane Society. Mayor Marshall said that money 
from the 2003 Homeland Security funding is just beginning to trickle through and that last week 
self-contained breathing apparatus was received for our Fire Department. 
 
REPORTS—HEALTH SECURITY FOR NEW MEXICAN’S CAMPAIGN 
Mary Feldblum and Dr. Neal Apple spoke about the New Mexico Health Security Plan proposal to 
set up a New Mexico health insurance plan to cover almost all New Mexican residents. The Plan 
would guarantee access to comprehensive, quality health care coverage regardless of income or 
health and employment status. 
 
CEMETERY BOARD—Councilor May, ex officio member of the Board, said that the Cemetery 
Board has been working hard to come up with a Statement of Purpose/Mission Statement. They 
would like comments and suggestions from the Council before bringing it back to the Council in 
ordinance form. Councilor May said that the Cemetery Board has an excellent group of dedicated 
persons on it who are serious about the care and upkeep of the cemetery. He said that the current 
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ordinance does not contain provisions for selecting a chairperson, a vice chairperson and secretary, 
or keeping minutes of their meetings. An ordinance with these changes was recommended as well. 
 
UTILITIES DEPARTMENT, RETURN FLOW WATER CREDIT—Robert Esqueda, Utilities Director, 
asked for consensus from the Council to do an RFP for hydrologic services. This RFP would ask for 
field tests and develop a model for return flow to the aquifer. Estimated cost would be $150,000. 
The Council agreed by consensus to proceed with the RFP. 
 
TOWN MANAGER—Alex Brown reported several items to the Council: (1) The chip seal bid would 
be going out this week; (2) Engineering Services bid is out now; (3) Construction on College and 
Pope Streets is approximately one week ahead of schedule; (4) The RFP for health insurance is 
currently being reviewed. 
 
MINUTES—APRIL 12-13, 2005 AND APRIL 25, 2006 
Councilor Clauss made a motion to approve both sets of minutes, which was seconded by Councilor 
May and passed unanimously. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS—RESOLUTION 2006-17, DECLARING LOTS 1-15, 17, 19 AND 21 OF 
BLOCK 39, FRASER SURVEY NON ESSENTIAL FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES 
Councilor Nupp made a motion to table Resolution 2006-17, which was seconded by Councilor 
Ward. Councilors Ward and Nupp voted yes and Councilors May and Clauss voted no. Mayor 
Marshall broke the tie and voted yes. Motion passed three to two. 
 
NEW BUSINESS—LOCAL FIRE RESTRICTIONS 
Tony Garcia, Deputy Fire Chief, reviewed the current fire restrictions in place, including no burning 
of open fields, brush/leaves or tree limbs. Still allowable are the use of charcoal burners, barbeque 
grills, burning of leaves/brush in barrels with a covered screen and covered underground cooking 
pits. A discussion regarding the sale of fireworks followed with Craig Pfeifer, Fire Marshall. The 
Town cannot ban the sale of fireworks; however, it can put restrictions in place regarding the 
ignition of fireworks, if needed. It can only ban certain types of fireworks as allowed by State 
Statute. Loretta Ray of the Forest Service announced that Stage 1 restrictions will begin on May 13, 
which will not allow open fires. 
 
RESOLUTION 2006-18, SUPPORTING AN APPLICATION FOR A PRESERVE AMERICA HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION FUND GRANT FOR CONSERVATION AND REHABILITATION PLANNING OF THE OLD 
WATERWORKS COMPLEX 
Councilor Clauss made a motion to adopt Resolution 2006-18, which was seconded by Councilor 
Nupp and passed unanimously. 
 
RESOLUTION 2006-19, AUTHORIZING A LOAN FROM THE NEW MEXICO ENVIRONMENT 
DEPARTMENT’S BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS FOR ALLOWABLE EXPENSES 
IN CONNECTION WITH ELIGIBLE CLEANUP ACTIVITIES AT THE FORMER HILLCREST HOSPITAL 
Councilor Ward made a motion to adopt Resolution 2006-19, which was seconded by Councilor 
Clauss and passed unanimously. 
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RESOLUTION 2006-20, TO IMPOSE A MORATORIUM ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SALES OF TOWN-
OWNED REAL PROPERTY 
Councilor Clauss made a motion to adopt Resolution 2006-20, which was seconded by Councilor 
Nupp, which passed with three affirmative votes. Councilor May left the meeting and was not 
present for the vote. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF REGULAR MEMBER TO THE SOUTHWEST SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 
Mayor Marshall, with consensus of the Council, appointed Councilor Nupp as the Regular Member 
and Councilor Clauss as the Alternate Member. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF REGULAR MEMBER AND ALTERNATE MEMBER TO THE SOUTHWEST WATER 
PLANNING GROUP 
Mayor Marshall, with consensus of the Council, appointed Peter Russell as the Regular Member 
and himself as the Alternate Member. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBER TO THE GRANT AREA TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Mayor Marshall, with consensus of the Council, postponed appointment to this board until the next 
meeting. 
 
Councilor Nupp made a motion to take Resolution 2006-17 from the table, which was seconded by 
Councilor Clauss and passed with three affirmative votes. Mayor Marshall then declared that no 
action could be taken on this Resolution due to Resolution 2006-20 being adopted. 
 
ADJOURNMENT—At 10:00 p.m. the Council adjourned.   
 
 
 
        _________________________ 
        James R. Marshall, Mayor  
    
        Attest: 
 
 
        _________________________ 
        Jane Toomajanian, Town Clerk 
 


