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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF SILVER CITY 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

GRANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATION CENTER, 1400 HIGHWAY 180 EAST 
OCTOBER 11, 2005—7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT:   Terry Fortenberry, Mayor      ALSO PRESENT:     Alex C. Brown, Town Mgr./Finance Dir. 

 Judy Ward, District 1                              Jane Toomajanian, Town Clerk 
         Thomas Nupp, District 2                                   Robert Scavron, Town Attorney 

 Gary Clauss, District 3             
 Steve May, District 4 

 
CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—7:00 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT—Senovia Ray announced a ribbon cutting ceremony for the wetlands area of the La 
Capilla Park Project. The ceremony will be held on October 19, 2005 at 1:30 p.m. just behind the Senior 
Center on West Victoria Street. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS—Councilor May reported that he attended a meeting with Mr. Brown and 
members of the Grant County Humane Society to discuss the possibility of the County and the Town 
working together to hire someone to be on call on weekends. The cost would be $6,500 a year, split 
between the County and the Town. The County is not able to work with the Town on this right now. The 
County is working on a new contract this week and the contract calls for 24-hour services and a 13% 
increase in costs. Councilor May said he hopes that everyone agrees with him that we need another part-
time person to take care of things when regular employees are off. He encouraged residents to call the 
Acting County Manager and the Commissioners to let the County know that they would like them to work 
with the Town to get a part-time person to address the problem of removing dead or injured animals from 
our roads on weekends and holidays. Councilor Nupp stated that he agreed with Councilor May and 
encouraged more discussion with the County about this problem. Councilor Nupp said that plans for the 
Disaster Preparedness Exposition, scheduled for October 30, Noon to 5:00 p.m. at the Recreation Center, is 
coming nicely. There will be literature available and demonstrations. He will have more information at the 
next meeting. Councilor Clauss asked if a plan could be made for residents to help install the new bicycle 
signs. Mr. Brown said there would be a plan by next week. Councilor Ward announced a workshop on 
Internet security at the Global Resource Center on October 12.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES—SEPTEMBER 29, 2005 
Councilor May made a motion to approve the minutes, which was seconded by Councilor Nupp and passed 
unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS—RESOLUTION 2005-32, SUPPORTING SILVER CITY MAINSTREET PROJECT IN 
APPLYING FOR MAIN STREET CONSTRUCTION GRANTS FUNDS 
Frank Milan, MainStreet Manager, explained the project to the Council. The grant funds would allow 
acquisition of property behind Domino’s Pizza between 7th and 8th Streets downtown. During discussion 
Councilor May commented that he believes the matching funds of $75,000 that the Town is required to 
make could be used better to chip seal some of the streets around town. Councilor Clauss suggested chip 
sealing the parking area to save money. Mr. Milan said that they are looking at bricks because it is more 
practical given the price of paving right now. He said that bricks will take care of any water because it 
seeps down between the bricks rather then running off. The Council was assured by Alex Brown that the 
Town cannot pay more than the appraised value of the property and that this will have to go through the 
Town’s procurement process. Councilor Clauss made a motion to adopt Resolution 2005-32, which was 
seconded by Councilor Ward. Luis Perez, a resident, asked the Council to spend the money elsewhere, such 
as pave a few more streets and fix holes. He thought that this request by MainStreet was premature because 
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there is downtown parking available next to the Visitor’s Center, accessible by the footbridge. Councilors 
Ward, Clauss and Nupp voted yes and Councilor May voted no. Motion passed three to one. 
 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE RECYCLING ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Mayor Fortenberry appointed Ann Alexander, Jane Olson and Candace Breen-Lee. Since there were only 
three residents who submitted applications, Mayor Fortenberry requested that each Councilor nominate 
one name at the October 25 meeting to complete the seven-person committee.  
 
ADJOURNMENT—At 7:51 p.m., Councilor Clauss made a motion to hold Executive Session pursuant to 
§10-15-1 (H)(8), NMSA 1978 to discuss the purchase or disposal of water rights. Councilor Ward seconded 
the motion. The Council agreed that only the items in the motion would be discussed and that no 
decisions would be made. If decisions needed to be made, the item would be placed on a regular 
meeting agenda. The Council was polled with the following results: Councilor Ward—aye, Councilor 
Clauss—aye, Councilor Nupp—aye and Councilor May—aye. 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Terry Fortenberry, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
________________________ 
Jane Toomajanian, Town Clerk 
 


